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18-MONTH SURVEY
FINDS U1.5. FORCES

LACKING READINE

Pentagon Says Congressional

Study Highlights Faults It
Is Moving to Correct

By RICHARD HALLORAN
Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, July 21 — A compre-

hensive Congressional survey has con-
i cluded that the military’'s readiness to
"tight is declining and that American

forces could not sustain combat against
the Soviet Union or many lesser
! powers.

A 376-page report drawn from the 18-
month inquiry appeared to be the most
sweeping public indictment of readi-

| ness in the armed forces since the issue
was raised by members of Congress,
mostly Democrats, in hearings on the
military budget last winter.

‘“The United States Army cannot be

sustained in combat for any extended
period of time,” the report said. It
questioned the Navy’s ability ‘‘to sus-
tain full combat air and surface opera-
tions for more than a week’s time.”
And the Air Force, the investigators
concluded, ‘‘is not capable of conduct-
ing sustained conventional war opera-
tions against the Soviets.”
‘Well-Recognized Deficiencies’

The examination was conducted by
the investigative staff of the House Ap-
- propriations Committee, which is con-
trolled by Democrats. But their work
was reviewed by aides to Defense Sec-
retary Caspar W. Weinberger, and in a
response published as part of the re-
port, the Pentagon said, ‘“Most of the
data on which the staff conclusions
were drawn, while not specifically
verified, appear accurate.”

The Pentagon’s response also said
the study *‘highlights longstanding and
vwrell-recognized deficiencies which this
Administration inherited and has
moved vigorously to correct.”

The report on the inquiry, which
ended late last year, was made public
as part of the committee’s hearing rea-
cord.
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Calling the Navy's readiness to de-
feat the Soviet Navy *‘seriously degrad-
ed,” the report’ said that even the
navies of Soviet allies and third world
forces, “while not capable of defeating
the United States Navy, could inflict

damage tantamount to a national dis-

grace.”
In its final assessment, the report

said, “While combat forces are capa-
ble aof initiating a response, the forces
do not have the war reserve materiel |
and the combat service support to sus-

tain wartime operations.
“Shortages in aircraft and equip-

ment spare parts, personnel, fuel stor-
age capacity, casualty care, communi-
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The inquiry said the readiness of
American conventional forces had “‘ex-
perienced some deterioration” since
the investigation in 1862. “This
deterioration has an increased signifi-
ameft;vlewofthepodﬁve expecta-
tions

improvement expressed by
mrmmn?ommdurlngthelni-f
tial investigation.”
Many Details Deleted
Them’scmdmiaumdsoat
odds assessments of Administra-
tion officials who have repeatedly as-
that the armed forces are far
and capable than
when President Reagan took of-

2 the. published version. But
conclusions have been flatly and openly

The 1 tors spent a year ques-
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ington, in bases throughout the United
States and at foreign posts. They wrote
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basic report in March 1983, then went . Soviet chemical
b gence analysts

back to many of the same posts for fur-
ther queries and wrote a final report in
September.
Many Individual Examples
In addition to an overall assessment,

the report made these disclosures: - was cautioped al
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The report said “‘serious shortcom-
ings are found which encompass the en-
tire spectrum of United States combat
service support’’ for a conflict in West-
ern Europe. Units assigned to the !
Rapid Deployment Force, now called -
the Central Command

, ‘‘all indicated
serious readiness gggluems."
In the event of ties elsewhere,

‘“‘United States forces in Korea will
have to sink or swim on their own,”” the
report said. Similarly, Army forces in
Panama or Alaska “‘cannot be rein-

The investigators said that the Army
had received substantial increases in
operations and maintenance funds in
recent years but that ‘“‘these increases
have not demonstrably improved the
readiness of the existing force."” Spare
parts, it said, ‘‘are not available.”

It said the Army had calculated it
would need $164.6 billion to buy weap-
ons and equipment needed to fulfill as-
signed missions and to stockpile am- -
munition and supplies to sustain com-
bat for 180 days. After that, industry
should be able to produce arms and
munitions. .

Billions Held Needed :

Beyond that, the report said, the !
Army, which has 16 divisions now, held |
‘that it ““needed a 45-division force to
win”’ a conflict involving the North At-
lantic Treaty Organization. ““In today’s
dollars, based on today’s equipped
force, this would cost between $89.8 bil-
lion and $142.3 billion.” :
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ffectively deal with such at-

t can

tacks,"” the report said.
The Navy, acoording to the report,

with the other

:services by the Joint Chiefs of Staff in

1982 not to favor programs to modern-

.ize and expand the Navy at the expense

of:perpetnating past neglect of readi-
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ness.
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